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I. Antitrust Investigation: EC Imposes Fines for Providing an
Incomplete Response to an Information Request

The European Commission (the “EC") has fined synthetic turf maker Eurofield and Unanime Sport around
€172,000 because Eurofield provided incomplete replies to information requests during an antitrust
investigation. This is the first time the EC has invoked this power in the context of an antitrust investigation,1
reflecting a heightened focus on procedural compliance — not just substantive wrongdoing — on the part

of competition authorities.
What happened — timeline at a glance

e June 2023: The EC conducted dawn raids? of several companies in the synthetic turf sector. They
then sent Eurofield an informal request for information as part of this probe. Upon receipt of
Eurofield’s response, the EC compared it to the documents it had seized during the raids, finding
certain discrepancies.

e Follow-up: The EC raised concerns, issuing a simple information request3 and a formal information
request.4 In both these instances, Eurofield’'s responses were incomplete.

e November 2024: The EC then opened a formal investigation into a suspected procedural breach
and notified Eurofield and its then parent, Unanime Sport. The companies subsequently
cooperated and supplied the missing documents and further information.

Fine: The EC imposed a penalty of around €172,000 (0.3% of the combined total worldwide
turnover of Eurofield and Unanime Sport), reduced by 30% for cooperation and acknowledgement
of the breach.

Why this fine matters

e Novel application: Although the EC has previously fined firms for obstructing inspections or for
misleading information in a merger context, this is the first instance of a fine for incomplete
answers to a formal information request in an antitrust investigation.5

e Enforcement signaling: Teresa Ribera, Executive Vice-President for a Clean, Just and Competitive
Transition, warned the market that the EC "will not hesitate to pursue similar cases in the future,”
underlining a shift toward stricter scrutiny of procedural conduct.

e Broader trend: The Eurofield case is part of a wider international move to penalize procedural
failings. Examples this year include the Italian antitrust authority’s €1.34 million fine on Ryanair

(July 2025) for withholding internal strategic documents discovered during dawn raids, and various

1 Commission fines Eurofield SAS and Unanime Sport SAS around €172,000 for providing incomplete information to

the Commission in an antitrust investigation.

2 Dawn raids were carried out to investigate potential infringements of Article 101 TFEU.
3 Article 18(2) of Regulation 1/2003
4 Article 18(3) of Regulation 1/2003

5 Questions and answers on the Commission's decision to fine IFF for obstructing an EU antitrust inspection, Antitrust:

Commission imposes €38 million fine on E.ON for breach of a seal during an inspection, Antitrust: Commission fines

Suez Environnement and Lyonnaise des Eaux €8 million for the breach of a seal during an inspection.
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enforcement actions in the United States, China, New Zealand, Poland, and Slovakia — sometimes
involving sanctions against individuals and even criminal prosecutions.

Legal basis and reasoning

e Legal power: Under EU competition rules, the EC may fine companies that supply incorrect,
incomplete or misleading information in response to a formal information request — by up to 1%
of total worldwide turnover for such procedural im‘ringements.6

e The EC's finding: The EC considered the breach “serious” and found Eurofield to have committed
the infringement at least negligently.7 Crucially, the authority noted the companies could and
should have sought clarification when doubts arose rather than omitting information after being

alerted to potential incompleteness.8

Practical implications for businesses and advisers

Authorities view information requests and inspection materials as core tools for uncovering antitrust
infringement, including the existence of cartels. Procedural non-compliance can therefore attract
standalone penalties irrespective of whether the underlying competition concern is proven. Companies
should treat both formal and informal information requests with the same level of diligence and care as
substantive risk.

Immediate practical steps (checklist)

e Clarify scope promptly: If a request is ambiguous, seek clarification from the authority rather than
guessing.

e Involve the right teams: Legal, compliance, subject-matter experts, and senior management should
jointly prepare responses.

e Reconcile with inspection findings: Ensure responses are consistent with documents seized during

dawn raids or other investigative actions.
e Coordinate across jurisdictions: For parallel probes, harmonize responses to avoid contradictions.

e Manage deadlines: If compliance by a deadline is impractical, negotiate extensions early or have

phased submissions.

e Keep contemporaneous records: Document search processes, decisions, and communications to

evidence bona fide compliance efforts.
Conclusion

The Eurofield decision marks a clear escalation: competition authorities are increasingly prepared to
sanction firms for procedural failures as a matter of course. Financial penalties and reputational damage
are real risks. Organizations must therefore strengthen internal processes for responding to information

6 Article23(1)(b) of Regulation 1/2003

7 European Commission: Commission fines Eurofield SAS and Unanime Sport SAS around €172,000 for providing

incomplete information to the Commission in an antitrust investigation.
8 lbid.
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requests and inspections, involve advisers early, and prioritize transparent engagement with authorities to
reduce enforcement exposure.

Il. EU Sanctions on Iran: What the JCPOA “Snapback” Mechanism
Means for Business

On September 29, 2025, the Council of the European Union reimposed sanctions on Iran in relation to
Iran’s nuclear proliferation activities.? This reinstatement of sanctions touches all EU member states and
corresponds to the reinstatement of all UN sanctions on Iran subject to the “snapback” mechanism, which
took effect the same day.

Background

On August 28, 2025, France, Germany and the United Kingdom formally notified the UN Security Council
(UNSCQ) that they considered Iran to be in significant non-performance of its obligations under the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).10 That notification activated the JCPOA's so-called “snapback”
dispute-resolution mechanism and started the 30-day UNSC deliberation period that could lead to the
re-imposition of the UN sanctions on Iran which were previously lifted in 2015. This reimposition is likely
to have knock-on effects for EU measures and businesses with exposure to Iran.” On September 28, 2025,
the 30-day period expired, restoring all UNSC sanctions on Iran under the program.

Alterations to the Sanctions Regime

The restoration of UNSC sanctions has triggered the corresponding reinstatement of EU sanctions that had
been suspended pursuant to the same program. These measures include.'?
e Travel bans for individuals.
e Asset freezes for individuals and entities.
e Prohibitions on making funds or economic resources available to those listed.
e Bans on arms exports to Iran.
e Bans on exports of dual-use goods and goods that could be used in nuclear enrichment-related
activities.
e Bans on imports of crude oil, natural gas and petrochemical and petroleum products.
e Bans on the sale or supply of the key equipment used in the energy sector.
e Bans on the sale or supply of gold, other precious metals and diamonds.
e Freezing the assets of the Central Bank of Iran and of major Iranian commercial banks.
e Establishing notification and authorization mechanisms for transfers of funds above certain
amounts to Iranian financial institutions.

e Preventing access by Iranian cargo flights to EU airports.

EU decision process related to sanctions

9 Iran sanctions snapback: Council reimposes restrictive measures - Consilium

10 E3 joint statement on Iran: Initiation of the snapback process - GOV.UK

11 Iran nuclear E3 letter 8 August 2025

12 EU sanctions against Iran - Consilium
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In the EU, sanctions are imposed pursuant to a decision by the Council of the European Union, based on a
recommendation from the High Representative for Foreign Affairs; such measures normally require
unanimity among Member States.’® However, with respect to the reimposition of the sanctions on Iran,
the Council’s 2015 declaration (Council Declaration (2015/C 345/01)) expressed a political commitment to
reinstate sanctions if the JCPOA’s compliance broke down, making it easier to secure the necessary
consensus in Brussels should the snapback lead to reinstatement.’

Potential implications for businesses and financial institutions

The re-imposition of the sanctions on Iran may directly or indirectly impact Japanese entities doing or
intending to do business in the EU. A return of UN and EU sanctions has immediate compliance and
commercial consequences for EU businesses, particularly for organizations operating in or with exposure
to Iran or Iranian counterparties. These impacts include:
e Freezing of assets owned by certain individuals and entities, and the need to screen counterparties
carefully;
e Renewed licensing requirements for exports and imports of sensitive goods and technologies;
e Restrictions on trade in oil and petroleum products and limits on sales or supply of key equipment
and financing for energy projects; and
e Increased scrutiny and potential restrictions on banking operations and cross-border payments.

Recommended next steps

Any EU businesses with exposure to Iran should take the following steps as swiftly as possible:

e Review exposure: Identify contracts, joint ventures, supply chains, and customers and suppliers
with exposure to Iran;

e Update screening and sanctions-list checks to capture any reinstated listings;

e Review licenses and authorizations: Determine which activities would require new permissions if
sanctions were reinstated;

e Consider contractual protections: Assess force majeure, sanctions clauses, and alternatives in
critical contracts;

e Engage advisers: Consult external legal and compliance counsel experienced in sanctions law;

e Monitor developments: Track UNSC actions, EU Council statements, and national competent
authority guidance; and

e Revisit sanctions compliance programs to ensure they are up-to-date and revise to the extent

necessary to mitigate potential legal or operational risks in the future.
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